THE BOY

The priest is here.

WIFE

(Looking at the little nurse, dead}
Ssh! She's asleep. Poor thing, she must be awfully tired.

DOCTOR

She was very tired. Yes. Very, very tired.

(He motions to the others to Jet the nurse sleep. All
f\Mit. Silence. The priest is seen appearing in the
other room. No one moves.}

The patient awakes. The faces of the doctor, the law-
yer, the divorced wife, and the boy change. They say a
few words of forced gaiety. They start to tell him a bit
of half-way amusing theatrical gossip.

Fragment of dialogue:

MAN

Softly, softly. Keep your voices down.  My little
friend's asleep.

They carry on their conversation in whispers. Sud-
denly the patient says he knows the priest is there, and
there is no sense hiding it; the priest may as well come in.
They summon_the priest. The priest anoints the man's
eyes, ears, nostrils, mouth, hands, feet, and ribs. He mur-
murs softly: "Through this anointing of thee and through
its most pious mercy, be forgiven all thy sins .. ." When
the ceremony of extreme unction is over, the priest goes
out. The wife accompanies him out, then comes back.say goodbye to him.viction, in a tone that
